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Story and photos by 
JOHN MALLITTE 

WHEN Logan Colmore-Williams' 53 
ft Karere III was launched from 
Salthouse Brothers' yard last season, a 
little bit of Long Island Sound came to 
Lucas Creek, Greenhithe, for Karere's 
design is based on the American 
"trawler yacht," a type of boat that is 
gaining in popularity all over the world. 

Sometimes described as "offshore 
motor yachts," the trawler yachts are 
designed to combine the offshore 
qualities of a fishing vessel with all the 
comfort and luxury that can be fitted 
into a large deckhouse and 
accommodation fore and aft, in a 
modest-sized hull. 

Mr Colmore-Williams went for a 
cruise in a trawler yacht (Crabby II 
belonging to Bruce Crabtree, West 
Coast Editor of Yachting magazine) 
while on a business trip to the States, 
and it convinced him of the virtues of the 
type. 

But It took him two years of detailed 
planning to decide exactly what he 
wanted before commissioning Bob 
Salthouse to design Karere III for him. 

"I wanted to be able to say, 'we will go 
to the Barrier on Friday night,' with a 
90% certainty that we could go," said 
Mr Colmore-Williams, "rather than say 
we would go on Friday if the weather 
was OK. 

"Having made that decision, and 
being able to go in almost any 
conditions, I still wanted reasonable 
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Karere running easily at 2400 rpm and 1L75 knots 

On the slip just before launching. Shows shelter from upper deck 
and decided vee sections aft with straight run 

comfort at sea and plenty of comfort 
when we reached harbour. 

"I wanted a relatively high cruising 
speed, but above all I wanted to be able 
to maintain good cruising speed in 
rough water," he said. 

Already Karere III has proved able to 
live up to her owner's requirements, in 
rough trips to and from the Barrier and 
up the coast to Whangarei in 50 kn 
winds with gusts which registered 60 on 
the anemometer. 

Plans are already being made for a 
circumnavigation of New Zealand, 
probably in about two years' time. 

Bob Salthouse describes Karere's hull 
as a heavy displacement development of 
his previous launch designs, with a 

straight run aft so that she will over
drive; that is to say, she will exceed her 
maximum theoretical hull speed 
without needing excessive extra power 
and dragging half the harbour. 

After the design was completed, Bob 
Salthouse realised that this would be a 
versatile hull which could be used for 
commercial purposes as well as for 
pleasure and it was decided to use 
Karere as a mould for fibreglass hulls. 
Already two of these have been 
produced and drawings have been 
prepared for a passenger ferry, a pilot 
boat, a patrol boat, and for commercial 
fishing, as well as other variations of a 
motor yacht, all on the same hull. 

Karere's hull is three-skin kauri, two 
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YB in diagonals and one % in fore and aft, 
glued with 521 and through-fastened. 
There are six 4 in x 2 in stringers a side 
and kauri floors averaging 2 ft 3 in 
centres. There are five bulkheads of 
sawn frames with % in ply rebated in. 

The main deck is % in teak on '/z in ply 
and the upper deck is ply. The whole 
exterior, apart from the teak decks and 
trim, is sheathed in Dynel and Epiglass 
90 resin. 

The hull was built right way up and 
when planking was finished it was 
turned over with blocks and tackles, 
covered with Dynel, brought to a fine 
finish, painted with reaction lacquer, 
and a split mould built round it. 
P a s s e n g e r s h i p 

The main fea ture of Karere's accommodation is the large deckhouse which contains the lower steering position and instrument panel, large dining and social area and a well-equipped galley. For'ard are two double cabins and a separa te WC and washbasin. Aft of the main saloon and on a lower level, is the owner's cabin with a double bed, writing desk. 

Helmsman's seat in deckhouse 

separate shower, WC and hand-basin, 
and access to the aft deck or deckhouse. 

The upper deck feels like a passenger 
ship — it incorporates the bridge, a 

drop-leaf table with seats all round, a 
boat deck and a sports deck with a game 
fishing chair and, believe it or not — a 
clay pigeon trap! 

RT and stereo built in to helmsman's seat 

Looking for'ard f rom the galley through the main saloon to the 
lower steering posit ion (stbd) 

Looking aft in the main saloon in the deckhouse towards the galley 
on the port side 

The galley with wooden serving counter, stainless steel sink and 
t i led surfaces each side of the full-size gas stove 
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Draught 
Displacement 

L. Colmore-Williams 
Bob Salthouse 

_ Salthouse Bros Ltd 
53 ft 
16 ft 

4ft 9 in 
26 tons 

Clay bird shooting has proved to be a 
change and good fun on a calm day at 
sea when the fish aren't biting and there 
are no other boats around. It could also 
be good practice if open season is ever 
declared on runabouts. 

As a matter of interest, Karere's clay 
bird trap was made in Auckland by Mel 
Wheaton, son of the present European 
clay champion who lives in England and 
who designed the trap. 

Owner's cabin looking to starboard 

Owner's cabin looking to port toward the 
writing desk and shower and WC. 
Companionway on right leads up to 

deckhouse 

The upper deck also has gas bottle 
stowage, and a life-raft locker in the 
drop-leaf table. A stand-by Honda 
generating plant controlled by a switch 
in the engine room is also hidden in a 
locker on the upper deck so that it will 
be unobtrusive in use. 

The alloy mast assembly made by 
Alspar carries the EMI radar scanner, a 
crow's nest, the anemometer, deck and 
steaming lights, a loop aerial, and has 
folding steps on each side. A boom, and 
an electric winch built into the base of 
the mast, will allow a 12 ft 6 in runabout 
weighing up to 1500 lb, to be carried on 
the upper deck and used as a tender on 
extended cruises. In the Gulf, only a 
fibreglass dinghy is carried up top. 

The upper deck runs almost double 
the length of the deckhouse and 
provides shelter for the aft and side 
decks which in themselves are quite 
spacious. 
Ticking over 

The engine room, tank space and 
workshop are under the deckhouse and 
accessible from the aft cabin by lifting 
the companionway from the main 
saloon. 

The engines are twin Caterpillar 3160 
V8s developing 204 shp each and 
swinging 28 x 24 four-blade, handed 
Michigan propellers on 2'/4 in stainless 
steel shafts through 3:1 reduction and 
Craven CI07 flexible couplings. 

Performance figures are excellent. At 
1800 revs, which is "just ticking over," 
she cruises at 10 kn and uses only 4 gph 

Engine room with twin Cats and tanks in background. Workshop is for'ard of tanks 
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Those of Salthouse's staff who had worked on 
Karere were proud to advertise it on launching 

day 
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on both engines. Her range at that speed 
is over 2500 miles making her ideal for 
the Islands or Sounds with refuelling 
only once a season. 

At 2400 rpm, which is maximum 
continuous rating, she does 11.75 kn 
and at 2600 she does just under 13 kn. 

The steel fuel tanks hold 1150 gallons 
of diesel and the water tanks hold 500 
gallons. 

The engine room is lined with 
Coustilam insulation which reduces the 

. roar of the Cats to a gentle purr in other 
parts of the ship. 

There are two banks of four 12-voIt 
batteries each, one for starting and one 
for lighting, with an emergency throw-
over paralleling switch. A secondary 
means of starting the engines in the 
engine room for running up purposes is 
built into them. The boat is also wired 
throughout for 230-volt "shore power. 

A deck wash pump, alternators for 
charging the batteries, the refrigeration 
compressor, and the hydraulic pumps 
for the Wagener auto pilot and Nilsson 
anchor winch, are all run off the main 
engines and there is also a Stewart and 
Longbottom hot water system for the 
galley, shower and wash basins. 

A Crowell Pressure Princess system 
delivers hot or cold water at 30 psi to all 
taps and the shower. 

The WCs are manual but there is a 50-
gallon holding tank on the for'ard one 
with a Jabsco mascerator pump to 
empty it. , 
S i n g l e r u d d e r 

Engine controls are Morse and 
steering is by Wagener hand-hydraulic 
two-station system to a single rudder. 
As well as duplicate engine and steering 
controls, the flying bridge has repeating 
speedo and tachometers and there are 
alarm systems with bells and lights for 
engine overheat and low oil at both 
stations. 

There are three independent electrical 
distribution boards, one in the engine 
room, one in the wheelhouse and one on 
the flying bridge. 

The re is an in te rcom system 
throughut the boat from the flying 
bridge, wheelhouse or the owner's 
cabin. A Lincoln Commodore RT and 
stereo tape system are built into the 
lower helmsman's seat with speakers at 
all stations. 

Attention to detail throughout is 
impressive — such items as building fuel 
intakes into the cabin sides so that there 
are no filler caps in the deck. 

Karere III has shown in her layout, 
comfort and performance why the ' 
"trawler yacht" type is proving popular 
in so many countries. 

She is a boat with character and one 
you could live aboard indefinitely. She 
is also a reminder of the ability of New 
Zealand designers and builders who can 
do as good a job as any in the world. 
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The first hull comes our of the split mould, half of which can be seen at the left and shows the 
straight run on the bot tom 

The upper deck area is large and gives good 
visibil ity ail round 

Crows nest, etc 

Logan C o l m o r e - W i l l i a m s at t h e w h e e l . 
Excellent visibil ity and single-lever controls to 
twin-handed propellers make manoeuvr ing 

very easy 


